
The Chosen Twelve 
New Testament Apostles

Origins Profession Other names Family Writings Travels Death Other details

Peter Bethsaida and 
Capernaum

Fisherman with 
Andrew and 
Zebedee’s family.

Simon, Cephas, 
Simeon

Son of Jona, 
Brother of Andrew

First & Second 
Epistles of Peter

Missionary as far as 
Rome

Crucified upside 
down, Rome, 66 AD

Chief & senior apostle, 
restored apostolic au-
thority to Joseph Smith 
and Oliver Cowdery

James Possibly  
Bethsaida

Fishermen with 
Peter and Andrew

Boanerges (Sons of 
Thunder, a name 
given to them by the 
Savior) John is also  
referred to as “The 
Beloved”

Sons of Zebedee 
and if their 
mother, Salome, 
was a sister of 
Mary, the mother 
of Jesus, as is 
generally believed, 
then James and 
John were cousins 
of Jesus.

-- Preached in Jerusalem 
and Judea

Beheaded by Herod 
Agrippa I, 44 AD, 
first apostle martyr

Both were present 
with Peter when the 
Melchizedek Priesthood 
was conferred upon 
Joseph Smith and Oliver 
Cowdery in 1829.

John Possibly  
Bethsaida

Gospel of John, 
three epistles & 
Revelations

Labored among 
churches of Asia 
Minor, especially 
Ephesus, exiled to 
Patmos (c. A.D. 90) 
where he wrote the 
book of Revelations

Translated (D&C 7)

Andrew Bethsaida and 
Capernaum

Fisherman with 
Peter and  
Zebedee’s family

-- Son of Jona, 
Brother of Simon 
Peter

-- Preached in Scythia 
(Ukraine and Russia), 
Greece, Asia Minor

Crucified on an 
X-shaped cross, 
96 AD

Philip Bethsaida -- -- -- -- Samaria, preached 
in Asia Minor died in 
Hierapolis

Crucified upside 
down, 96 AD

Shared the news of the 
long-awaited Messiah 
with Nathanael.

Bartholomew Cana of Galilee -- Nathanael Son of Tolmai -- Preached in Southern 
Arabia

Flailed alive, 73 AD --

Matthew Capernaum Tax Collector Levi Son of Alpheus Gospel of Matthew Preached in Parthia 
and Ethiopia

Battle axed, 60 AD --

Thomas Probaby 
Galilee

-- Didymus, doubting 
Thomas

-- -- Preached in Parthia 
(modern Iran) and 
India

Run through or 
lanced by arrows, 
52 AD

Died while praying, 
known for doubting 
the resurrection of the 
Savior

James Probably 
Gailee

-- James II, The Less; 
the Younger

Son of Alpheus -- Preached in Palestine 
and Egypt

Crucified or stoned 
to death 60 AD

--

Thaddeus Probably 
Galilee

-- Judas Thaddeus or 
Lebbeus Thaddeus

Brother of James -- Preached in Assyria 
and Persia

Crucified, 72 AD --

Simon Probably 
Galiliee

Zealot Zelotes (the Zealot), 
the Canaanite

-- May have preached in 
Britain and Egypt.

Crucified, 81 AD --

Paul Tarsus of 
Cilicia (modern 
southeastern 
Turkey)

Pharisee, 
tentmaker

Saul -- 1&2 Thessalonians,  
1&2 Corinthians, 
Philippians, Colos-
sians, Ephesians, 
Philemon, Hebrews, 
1&2 Timothy, Titus, 
Romans

Arabia, Damascus, 
Cilicia, Syria, present-
day Turkey and 
Greece, imprisoned in  
Caesarea and Rome

Beheaded, 67 AD Persecuted the church, 
converted after a vision 
from Christ. 

Judas 
Iscariot

Kerioth (Judea) Treasurer Iscariot -- -- -- Suicide, 33 AD Betrayed Jesus and then 
hung himself

Sources: Bible Dictionary, Jesus the Christ, Encyclopdia of Mormonism, New Testament Student Manual
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